Outcome criteria in patients with peripheral arterial disease.
To adequately evaluate patients with chronic occlusive arterial disease several factors will need to be taken into account and documented. These include associated diseases such as diabetes mellitus. When surgical or endovascular therapy is applied, analysis of outcome must include the symptomatic status of the patient, the anatomic evidence of patency of the procedure and of the proximal and distal disease, the hemodynamic result, limb preservation, and mortality. All of these factors will provide a better global picture of the disease and information on how it can be best treated.